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8ix or seven merchant ships at Odessa, two
two five [and two] as well as wpproximetely

30 Soviet They were loading

mostly iron plate, grain, and general cargo. At point #10 on the overlay,
merchant ships bad to berthk three metres from the quay where water is

27 feet, six Inches, but too shallow for mecoring any closer. At point

#11, | lthe former P:manian passenger ship
Pasarabis or the Transylvania. Also at Odessa, eight small Soviet
Navy patrol eraft, which appeared to be new[construction and were armed

withkh one small caliher -antiaircraft gun an old Soviet 50x1-HUM
warship of about six thousand tons./Sketc this vessel is item (2)

o
In area #’I on the overlay, old,

pre-World war I soviet naval craft, types unknown. At point #15 on the
overlay inside the maln breakwater, there were several old concrete 50X1-HUM

hulls.
50X1-HUM

5. \—'—LthLTld "castle" or fortress shown south of the Quarantine
Harbor contained an antiaircraft battery. | |

|it rired a ently as a salute May Day.

it was

in the old "castle,”™ shown as point #9 on the overlay. The main break~
wvuter at Odessa is now complefely repaired. On the Quarantine Mol

two grain elevators and oue "silo," and | tois
equipment could handle about 500 tons an hour. A% point 7, the port50X1—HUM
police had their headquarters.,

Poti 50X1-HUM

| The wharf areac wexre served by traveling cranes which

appeared to be of US weoufacture, but with US trade names removed and

Soviet name plates substituted. |  |the USSR got theae crames °0<1-1UM
from the US in 1945. There were reilrcoad tracks cn the docks, and drink-
ing aud boiler water were availsble. Before World Wer II, the watexr at

Poti was unfit to driuk, but pow 1t is so »ure that it is almost distilled.
| |tests indicated tbat it had only 0.5 grain salinity. less
than 10 oil slorage tenks, and they vere of medium size. 50X1-HUM

| Loading wes done by 50X1-HUM

wharfside cranes operating grabs which moved the ore from railroad cars
to the ship. one Yugoslav merchant vessel at Poti and two Soviet

ships, all loading ore. At peint #3 on the overlsy, |10 motor 50X1-HUM
torpedo boats and [& submarine building in the B
repalr yard. [parta of a U-Boat in the yards adjacent to various

buildings., I the Inver Basiu, a8 marine railway apd a dry
dock,

Ced-N-F-I-D-B-H~T- T-A-L

NGFORN NO _DISSEM ABROAD LIMITED

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/04 : CIA-RDP81-00280R000100020006-6



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/06/04 : CIA-RDP81-00280R000100020006-6
C=0«N~F=I~DuE~N=T>I-A~L

. 50X1-HUM
-3 -
Comments Applicable Lo Both Ports 50X1-HUM
8. With resgpect to Odessa and Poti,| |the Soviets are trying

+0 make these "model™ ports for foreigners to see. Security was relaxed,
the pecple appeared happy, and women were no longer subjected to back-

bre labor on the waterfront. | |
at other Soviet ports, such as Sevastopol, condi-
tions were just the same as jn Stalin’s lifetime. Prices were very .\, 11 j\M

high, the exchange rate being four rubles to US$l,and a one-pound loaf

of bread costs US$0.36, and a pack of US cigarettes US$2. The people

on the streets gave the lrpression of being friendly end anxious to

talk with strangers. 50X1-HUM

Miscellaneous
9. | | & Soviet-made six-tube super heterodyne
radio with one stage of untuned R.¥. It contained a six-inch speaker,
had a very light frame, and seemed 1o be of cheap construction. A switch
on the back provided use with 115 V., 127.5 V., and 220 V. electricity.
Frequenry coverage was 300 ke to 20 me continuous. An external antenna
must be used, and tubes were exact coples of US tubes, two of them were
carrying the same {ype numbers, 6K7 and 6%7, although obviocusly of Soviet
make. The radio cost approximately US$90. 50X1-HUM

10.

‘(l) Overlay to Figure 2-%, NIS 26, Supplement
1D; (2) Sketch of Soviet Naval Vessel; and (3) Overlay to Figure 2-25,
NiS 26, Supplement 1-D. Confidential, .

- end -~
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L. 7Track for large ships

2, ‘Track for small ships

3, Source's ship's berth

.. Observation tower

h. ‘Two grein elevators

e Grain "silo" :

7« 014 hussian naval vessels -~ types unknown
4, Port police headquarters

%, 01d castle {rom which AA guns fired

10, Depth at this quay 27'€®

11, Former hRumanian ship PASAKABIA or THANSYLVARIA
12, Nostly coal cargo handled in this basin
13, kostly general cargo handled in this basin
14, Foreign ships not allowed past this point
16, Hulls {(old) made of concrete
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1. Ten navy motor torpedo boats in this
aresa
/ 2. Submarine ovuilding or repair tase
/’ 3. Source's ship's berth
4. iron ore loaded here
/ 5« warine railway
! 6. Floating drydock
! 7. Uefnersl cargo loaded here
&. ‘Warehouses

9. Passenger ship quay
} 10, Government buildings (customs, harbors
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